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License to Occupy - Patio

Proposal: Addition of South-Side Patio at 42 
Main St East (Formerly King St)
• Addition of a seasonal side patio on the south side of the building at 42 

Main St East.
• The patio will accommodate approximately 50 seasonal seats.
• The design and placement align with the existing Downtown OCP 

framework.
• The expanded seating area will help increase sales and support the 

sustainability of a year-round business.
• The patio operation will create 10 full-time seasonal job positions during 

the summer.
• The new patio will enhance the vibrancy and atmosphere of the downtown 

core, contributing to a more lively and engaging streetscape.
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• Unanimous approval from the BIA.
• Strong neighbourhood support from the following businesses and organizations:

• Up North Games
• Mill on Main
• Threshold Café
• Zahara’s Boutique
• The Great Vine
• Hudsons
• Pub on the Docks
• Wooden Penny
• Muskoka Jewelry Design
• Muskoka Lakes Veterinary Clinic
• Soapstones
• Coldwell Banker Thompson Real Estate
• Aimee Sinclair Fitness

• Support also expressed by the Huntsville Municipal Accommodation Tax Association.

Community & Stakeholder Support

Design & Accessibility Features
•At-grade entry from Main Street, ensuring full accessibility to both the patio and the indoor 
seating area.
•Deck elevation will gradually increase as the patio extends toward the south end of the 
building.
•Construction materials will include wood framing paired with boutique-style metal fencing.
•Landscaping will feature native shrubs and Muskoka rock, with height increasing along the 
rising grade.
•Uniform, non-logo umbrellas in a single colour will be used.
•Tables and chairs will be upscale and neutral in tone to complement the streetscape.
•The existing Group of Seven mural will remain in place.
•Existing overhead lighting will remain mounted to the building.
•Opportunity exists to incorporate additional artwork or town-approved signage on the 
building façade thus enhancing the “Muskoka Moments” landscaping design
•The project will not impede or alter the appearance of the metal entry archway to “King St. 
road allowance” and the patio railing design will match the design cue.
•The project will also not impact or change the appearance of Donnie’s broom installation.
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Drainage & Winter Maintenance

• The existing catch basin would not be affected and in fact by 
keeping the natural grade of the walkway next to the building 
the water would run under the deck structure thus providing 
continuous drainage

• Winter maintenance barriers would be installed in the form of 
Muskoka rock similar to the boulders acting as bollards in front 
of Canvas brewery – this is evident in our conceptual rendering

• The revised deck drawing shows an 18 inch green space 
between the deck and the existing walkway to place the rock, 
shrubs and flowers.

Proposed Look/Fencing
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Existing Look

Materials
•The deck will be supported by helical piles, fully compliant with 
building code requirements.
•Helical piles offer the advantage of being easily removable 
compared to traditional concrete footings.
•The deck surface will be constructed using pressure-treated 
brown lumber, with annual maintenance planned to ensure 
longevity and appearance.
•Natural stone and rock sourced from local quarries will be 
incorporated into the design.
•Landscaping will feature native shrubs accented with locally 
sourced seasonal flowers.
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Additional Points of Discussion

• A phased-in approach is not feasible due to the low margins in the 
restaurant industry. It is essential to establish strong cash flow from 
the outset, which requires maximizing seating capacity through both 
a sidewalk and side patio.

• The proposed layout is designed to support a long-term, successful 
business in the core of Huntsville. The first few years are considered 
“make-or-break,” making it critical to launch with all key revenue-
generating components in place.

Alternative (Back Deck) – Not Feasible

• Relocating the kitchen to the rear of the building would require a 
complete redesign to enable guest access to washrooms and meet 
accessibility requirements.

• To fit the necessary commercial equipment, the kitchen would need 
to run along the south interior wall, significantly expanding its 
footprint and further cluttering up the visual look.

• The mechanical requirements for exhaust and return air in this 
location would prohibit the planned mural and exterior lighting on 
the south façade, eliminating important streetscape enhancements.
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