
THE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY OF MUSKOKA 

BY-LAW 2021-17 

Being a by-law to consolidate previous mandatory 
connections by-laws and delay the compliance date by a 

further twelve months due to the pandemic 

WHEREAS pursuant to section 11(2) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, 
as amended, (“Municipal Act, 2001”) The District Municipality of Muskoka has 
exclusive jurisdiction with respect to the collection sewage and water distribution; 

AND WHEREAS pursuant to section 11 of the Municipal Act, 2001, Council for The 
District Municipality of Muskoka may pass by-laws requiring owners of buildings or 
any class or classes of buildings in a municipality or in any defined area thereof to 
connect the said buildings to municipal water distribution and sewage collection 
works; 

AND WHEREAS pursuant to section 391 of the Municipal Act, 2001, The District 
Municipality of Muskoka may impose fees or charges in relation to services or 
activities provided by or done on behalf of the municipality, and for the use of 
municipal property; 

AND WHEREAS pursuant to section 425 of the Municipal Act, 2001, provides the 
authority for a municipality to create an offence for failure to comply with a by-law, 
section 426 of the Municipal Act, 2001, provides for the offence of obstruction and 
section 429 provides the authority for a municipality to create a system of fines; 

AND WHEREAS pursuant to section 445(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, if a 
municipality is satisfied that a contravention of a by-law has occurred, the 
municipality may make an order requiring the person who contravened the by-law to 
do the work required to correct the contravention; 

AND WHERAS pursuant to section 446 of the Municipal Act, 2001, provides then 
authority for a municipality to create a by-law that allows the municipality to enter 
and conduct work where the owners fails to do so, and to recover the costs in the 
same manner as property taxes; 

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the District Municipality of Muskoka ENACTS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

A. Interpretation 

1. (1) In this by-law, municipal water or sanitary sewer service shall be 
deemed to be available if Muskoka would be obliged to supply such 
service or services on request under section 86 (1) of the Municipal 
Act, 2001. 

(2) In this by-law “Muskoka” means The District Municipality of Muskoka. 

B. Mandatory Connections 

2. (1) Subject to sections 2(4) and 21 herein the owner of any house, 
building or structure used for human occupancy, employment, 
recreation or other purposes on land abutting any street, alley or right 
of way in which there is located a municipal watermain or sanitary 
sewer and such service or services are presently available shall 
connect such premises directly to the services at the owner’s expense 
in accordance with the provisions of this by-law any and all by-laws 
governing connections to municipal waterworks and sanitary sewage 
by July 31, 2022. 

(2) Subject to section 2(4) and section 21, in the event that municipal 
watermain and/or sanitary sewer works become available after May 
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15, 2017, owners described in section 2(1) shall connect their 
premises directly to the services in accordance with section 2(1) within 
twenty-four (24) months of such services being available for public use 
or within twenty-four (24) months from the date indicated on a 
connection notice issued by Muskoka. 

(3) Notwithstanding section 2(1) and 2 (2), where the owner of any house, 
building or structure used for human occupancy, employment, 
recreation or other purposes can establish that there is an existing 
private water and/or wastewater system present and properly 
functioning and; 

(i) where municipal watermain and/or sanitary sewer service are 
presently available and where the owner provides evidence 
satisfactory to Muskoka, that the private water or wastewater 
system was installed between July 17, 2007 and July 17, 2017, 
then such connections as required under section 2(1) shall be 
made no later than July 17, 2027; or 

(ii) where municipal watermain and/or sanitary sewer services are 
not presently available but become available after July 17, 2017 
and where the owner provides evidence satisfactory to 
Muskoka, that the private water or wastewater system was 
installed within ten (10) years of the date on which said service 
or services become available, then such connections as 
required under section 2(1) shall be made no later than ten (10) 
years from the date of such services becoming available as 
determined by Muskoka. 

(4) Notwithstanding sections 2(1), 2(2) and 2(3), in the event that the 
source of potable water is or becomes contaminated or is otherwise 
unsuitable for consumption or the wastewater system contravenes the 
provisions of the Environmental Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. E.19 as 
amended, the Building Code Act, 1992, S.O. 1992, c. 23 or Ontario 
Regulation 332/12, Building Code and watermain and/or sanitary sewer 
services are available, such connections as required under section 2(1) 
shall be made immediately. In the event that one system fails, and both 
municipal waterworks and sanitary sewage works are available, the 
owner shall connect to both municipal services. 

3. For the purposes of section 2, any house, building or structure accessed by 
a right of way which abuts any watermain or sanitary sewer described in 
section 2 shall be deemed to abut the said watermain or sanitary sewer. 

C. Municipal Remedial Action and Entry onto Lands 

4. Muskoka may, at any reasonable time enter land in accordance with section 
436 of the Municipal Act, 2001 for the purpose of carrying out an inspection 
to determine whether or not this by-law is being complied with. 

5. In the event that a person fails to make a connection as required by this by- 
law, Muskoka may enter onto the lands and make the connections at the 
owner’s expense in accordance with sections 435 to 439 inclusive of the 
Municipal Act, 2001. 

6. Upon connection to a municipal water distribution main and upon obtaining a 
building permit under the Building Code Act, 1992 to do so, all plumbing from 
a private well shall be disconnected from the building and maintained in 
accordance with O. Reg. 903, as amended, to the Ontario Water Resources 
Act R.S.O.1990, c. O.40. 

7. In the event that a private well is to be disconnected from a building at the 
time a new municipal water distribution main is connected, Muskoka shall 
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have the right to enter the property and inspect and perform works to ensure 
that the plumbing for the private well or water supply is disconnected from the 
building and that the well is decommissioned at the owner’s expense in 
accordance with section 435-439 inclusive, and section 446 of the Municipal 
Act, 2001 unless the private well or water supply is properly maintained by 
the owner as a non-potable water source. 

8. All sewage septic systems, upon obtaining a permit under the Building Code 
Act, 1992 to do so, shall be decommissioned after connection to the municipal 
wastewater collection main. 

9. In the event that a sewage septic system is not decommissioned in 
accordance with this by-law, Muskoka shall have the right to enter the 
property and inspect and perform works to decommission any sewage septic 
system at the owner’s expense in accordance with section 435-439 inclusive, 
and section 446 of the Municipal Act, 2001. 

10. Any Notice or Order issued pursuant to this by-law shall be made by 
personally, by regular mail or by posting a copy of the Notice on the property 
and shall; 

a) advise the owner of the requirement to make a connection; 

b) advise the owner of the date by which the connection must be made; 

c) advise that if the owner fails to make the connection as required, 
Muskoka has the right to undertake the said works as set out under 
this by-law at the owner’s expense and Muskoka shall recover the 
incurred expenses by action or by adding the costs to the tax roll and 
collecting them in the same manner as taxes in accordance with 
section 398(2) of the Municipal Act, 2001; 

d) advise of the right to apply for a loan, an extension or an exemption in 
accordance with this by-law; and 

e) make reference to this by-law. 

11. In addition to other methods of cost recovery available, the costs of such 
remedial action by Muskoka may be added to the tax roll in accordance with 
sections 446 (4) and (5) of the Municipal Act, 2001. 

12. All persons exercising a power of entry to carry out remedial works under this 
by-law shall be accompanied by an employee or agent of Muskoka and show 
identification as required by section 435 of the Municipal Act, 2001. 

D. Loans 

13. Subject to the provisions of the Municipal Act, 2001, where the owner of a 
residential property is required to make a connection to a watermain or 
sanitary sewer in accordance with this by-law, the owner of the property may 
apply to Muskoka for a loan in an amount not exceeding the costs of making 
such a connection including the cost of all such supplies and equipment such 
as sanitary sewage pumps. 

14. The Commissioner of Finance and Corporate Services shall review such 
applications and, if satisfied, may, subject to section 11, authorize a loan 
from Muskoka to the applicant in an amount determined by Commissioner of 
Finance and Corporate for the making of the connection. 

15. The loan shall only be used to make the required connections and shall only 
be advanced after the applicant has: 

(i) made the connection; and 
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(ii) provided evidence of the actual costs of making the connection. 

16. The terms and conditions applicable to such loans are as follows: 

(i) the maximum term shall be for a period of twenty (20) years; 

(ii) the interest rate shall, subject to section 446 (5) of the Municipal Act, 
2001 be determined by the Commissioner of Finance and Corporate 
Services, but shall generally be consistent with the rate available to 
Muskoka at the time the loan is made for a debenture with the same 
term as the loan; and 

(iii) where the registration of documentation is necessary to secure 
repayment of the loan, the registration of such documentation is a pre- 
condition to advancing the loan funds. 

E. Orders and Enforcement 

17. All authority of Muskoka pursuant to section 445 (1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 
to issue Orders requiring persons who have contravened this by-law shall be 
and is hereby delegated to the Commissioner of Engineering and Public 
Works. Any and all authority delegated under this section may only be 
exercised in accordance with section 445 of the Municipal Act, 2001. 

18. (i) Every person who contravenes any provision of this by-law or an 
Order made pursuant to this by-law is guilty of an offence and liable to 
a penalty not exceeding $15,000.00, exclusive of costs, pursuant to 
the provisions of the Municipal Act, 2001 S.O. 2001 c.25, as amended. 

(ii) Where a person has made an application for an extension of time in 
accordance with section F, the person shall not be in contravention of 
this by-law until the Review Committee has made a decision with 
respect to the application. 

19. Any person convicted of a contravention of this by-law, in addition to the 
payment of the fine imposed, shall also remedy such contravention within 30 
days of the date of conviction and in default of this being done, Muskoka may 
carry out the necessary work and recover the costs of such remedial work in 
accordance with section C of this by-law. 

20. Muskoka may shut off, with or without notice, the water supply to any 
premises where there is contravention of any of the provisions of this by-law. 

F. Implementation 

21. Owners may apply in writing to Muskoka for an extension of time to make 
any connections required pursuant to this by-law.   Owners may be required 
to provide such additional information, documentation or materials as 
Muskoka may require, acting in its sole discretion. The Commissioner of 
Engineering and Public Works and the Commissioner of Finance and 
Commissioner of Finance and Corporate Services (the “Review Committee”) 
shall jointly receive such applications. The Review Committee shall review 
such applications and may approve, with or without conditions or deny the 
application for an extension. 

22. At the cost of Muskoka, Muskoka shall appoint a consultant to review the 
property to make a determination of the cost to connect to services. If the 
consultant determines that the estimated cost to connect is greater than 
$30,000.00, a 10-year extension may be granted at the discretion of the 
Review Committee. If the consultant determines that the estimated cost to 
connect is less than $30,000.00, the owner shall be required to connect in 
accordance with the by-law. 
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(i) If the consultant determines that the estimated cost to connect is less 
than $30,000.00, the owner has the option to submit, for review by 
Muskoka, two (2) contractor quotes, at the owner’s expense, that 
estimate the cost to connect in accordance with this by-law. If both 
estimates exceed $30,000.00, the owner may submit a written 
application together with the said quotes and such additional 
information, materials and documentation as Muskoka may require, to 
the Review Committee for a reconsideration. On such reconsideration, 
the Review Committee may grant or refuse an extension of up to 10-
years. 

23. Upon receipt of a written application from an owner required to make a 
connection to a watermain and/or a sanitary sewer pursuant to this by-law, 
the Review Committee shall review the application and may extend the time 
to connect, where the cost to connect is greater than $30,000.00 per dwelling 
unit and the Review Committee’s decision shall be final. 

24. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Review Committee is under no obligation 
to grant any such an extension of time. In the event that the Review 
Committee grants a time extension, a failure to make the connection within 
the extended time period shall be a contravention of this by-law. 

25. Notwithstanding the foregoing, and in the event of a property sale, extensions 
granted by the Review Committee are transferable to new owners with the 
same terms and conditions and expiry date. 

26. By-laws 2007-24 and By-law 2017-16 shall be and are hereby repealed. 

Enacted and Passed this 21st day of June, 2021 

THE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY OF MUSKOKA 

Per: 

____________________ __________________ 
District Chair J. Klinck District Clerk A. Back 
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